January 19, 198¢ LB 94, 247, 570, 576, 683-808

as yet, please contact Joanne immediately. If you don't have
the bill that you are expecting, please contact the Bill
Drafters Office immediately. Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr. President, for the record, I have received a
reference report referring LBs 496-599 including resolutions
8-12, all of which are constitutional amendments.

Mr. President, your Committee on Banking, Commerce and Insurance
to whom we referred LB 94 instructs me to report the same back
to the Legislature with the reccmmendation that it be advanced
to General File with amendments attached (See pages 320-21 of
the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, I have hearing notices from the Judiciary
Committee signed by Senator Chizek as Chair, and a second
hearing notice from Judiciary as well as a third hearing notice
from Judiciary, all signed by Senator Chizek.

Mr. President, new bills. (Read LEs 33-726 by title for the
first time. See pages 321-30 ¢f the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, a request to add names, Senator Korshoj to
LB 570, Senator Smith to LB 576, Senator Baack to 570 and
Senator Barrett to LB 247.

SPEAXER BARRETT: Stand at ease.

EASE

SPEAKER BARRETT: More bills, Mr. Clerk.

ASSISTANT CLERK: Thank you, Mr. President. (Read LBs 727-776
by title for the first time. See pages 331-42 of the
Legislative Journal.)

EASE

SPEAKER BARRETT: More bill introductions.

ASSISTANT CLERK: Thank you, Mr. Prasident. (Read LBs 777-808
by title for the first time. See pages 343-50 of the

Legislative Journal.)

CLERK: Mr. President, I have reports. Your Committee on
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March 20, 1989 LB 68. 262, 300, 437, 439, 573, 592
595, 614, 745, 754, 798

SENATOR HALL: Nr. President, | would lay the bill over at this
time.
SPEAKER BARRETT: The bi Il is laid over. Thankyou. Anything

toread in, Nr. Clerk?

CLERK: Yes, sir, | do. Nr. President, your Committee on
Heal th, whose Chair is Senator \wesely, to whom was referred

LB 68 instructs me toreport thesane back to the Legislature
with the recommendation that it be indefinitely postponed,
LB 300, indefinitely postponed; LB 439, indefinitely postponed;

LB 573, i_ndefi_ni_teI?/ postponed; LB 595,indefinitely postponed;

LB 614, indefinitely postponed; LB 745, indefini te?/y post poned;

LB 754, indefinitely postponed; LB 798, indefinitely postponed,

those signed by Senator Wesely as Chair of the Health and Human
Services Committee. Nr. President, | have anmendments to  be
printed to I B437, and that is all that | have, Nr. President.

(See pages 1219-23 of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou, si r. To the next senator priority
bill, LB 592.

CLERK: Nr. President, LB 592 was a bill introduced by Senators
Abboud, Beck, and Noore. (Read title.) The bill was introduced
on January 18, referred to Judiciary, advanced to General File.
| have no anendments at this tinme, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Senator Abboud, p|ea5e. (GaVel.)

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr. President gngd col l eagues, this s a
relatively simplebill that wasbrought jp gon behal f of the
Omaha police force and Douglas County Attorney's Ofice. The
bill provides for a mandatoryminimumsentence for individuals
convicted of trafficking in cocaine znd crack. The bill changes
two provisions dealing with the law, LB 592 does, providing for
a three-year and also a seven-year mandatory pjnjnum sent ence,
or excuse me, three and five-year mandatory m nimum gentence
depending on the amount of cocaine and crack the person s
arrested with. | think we are all aware of the serious probl ems
that we have been having in this state dealing with these two
particul ar drugs. It is the hope that, by providing for a
mandatory mini mum sentence for individuals involved in the
selling of these types of drugs, it will send a ¢|ear si gnal to
these 1 ndividuals that these types of.  the sale of these types
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April 13, 1989 LB 429, 439, 745

sooner or later you're going to be talking about rationing
health care around here. You know you' ve got rich sick people
and you' ve got poor sick people, you' ve got those in between who
pay the bills, then you' re going to have a serious problem In
another year or two fromnpow you might have toseriously
consider giving the limted dollars we have, whoyou' re going to

be able to treat or not. Sg keep that mind as ou derequlate
anything and in particular the hgalth care indust?y. 9

SENATOR HANNI BAL PRESI DI NG

S ENATOR HANNIBAL: Thank you, Senator Lynch. sepator Labedz,
please.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, M. President. Sone time in January
of 1989 | wote a letter to +the Federal _Trade Comm ssion in
Washington, D.C., in regard to the certificate of need and they
sent me back a 13-pagereply. |'mnot going to stand here and
read you 13 pages, but there are some things that | would |ike
to read to you in their reply and this is fromthe United States
Federal Trade Conmission. For the reasons discussed below, we
believe that Nebraska's current CON regulatory processnmay
unbal ance, harm heal th care consuners. While we believe the
outright repeal of CON regulation, health care consuners, we
bel i eve that passage of eithef of the other CON reformbills
woul d likely also have significant positive effects on health
care markets in Neéraska. | will go to the last page and read
their concl usion. W believe that the continued existence of
CON regul ati ons would be contrary to the interests of health
care consumers in Nebraska. ongoing changes in the health care
financing system including prospective payment mechanism and
increased consumer price, sensitivity fostered py private
insurers are eliminating the principal concerns t hat pronmpt ed

the certificate of need regulation. Moreover, the CON
regul atory process does not appear to serve its intended purpose
of controlling health care costs. |ndeed, CON regulation may be

counterproductive because it interferes wth conpetitive arket
forces that would otherwise help contain costs. oy regul ati on
tends to foster higher prices, |ower quality and reduced
innovation in health care parkets. The elimnation of such

regul ation as proposed in |IB 745, and that was the repeal of CON
and it was in committee and it was jndefini tely BPOSt oned, or
4

its substantial liberalization as proposedin’L 29, andto a

lesser extent in 439, wouldbe Ilikely to benefit the Nebraska
health care consumers. Thank you very much.
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